
Lessons Learned,
Best Practices and
Recommendations

Advancing the Women, Peace and Security 
Agenda (WPSA) 

in Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon and Palestine

Outcomes of the Regional Forum held on 6  –  7 May 2025 in 
Amman, Jordan





Outcomes of the Regional Forum held on 7 – 6 May 2025 in Amman, Jordan

This document reflects the discussions during the first regional 

forum to advance the WPSA held in May 2025.

The content can in no way be taken to reflect the views of the 

Agence Française de Développement (AFD).

Lessons Learned, Best Practices and Recommendations

Advancing the Women, Peace and Security Agenda (WPSA) in Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon and Palestine



Lessons Learned, Best Practices and Recommendations

Advancing the Women, Peace and Security Agenda (WPSA) in Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon and Palestine

EuroMed Feminist Initiative provides expertise in the field of gender equality and advocates for 

women’s universal human rights as inseparable from democracy building and citizenship, for 

political solutions to all conflicts, and for the right of peoples to self-determination. 

Lessons Learned, Best Practices and Recommendations

Advancing the Women, Peace and Security Agenda (WPSA) in Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon and Palestine

Published by: EuroMed Feminist Initiative/

Cover and Book Design: implementation for marketing and advertising

Copyright © 2025 by EuroMed Feminist Initiative 

All rights reserved. No parts of this publication may be reproduced without written permission of the publisher. 

For permission and questions contact:

EuroMed Feminist Initiative  

Email: ife@efi-euromed.org

www.efi-ife.org

ISBN 3-1-978783-10-979



Contents

List of acronyms 3

INTRODUCTION 4

Lesson Learned 5

Best Practices 6

8Recommendations for the advancement of the WPSA on local, national and international levels

I. Local Level 8

II. National Level 11

III. Regional and International Level 15



List of acronyms 

AFD    Agence Française de Développement (French Agency for Development)

CBO    Community-Based Organisation

CRSV    Conflict-Related Sexual Violence

CSO    Civil Society Organisation

CVAWG  Cyber Violence Against Women and Girls

EFI    EuroMed Feminist Initiative

INGO   International Non-Governmental Organisation

ISIS   Islamic State of Iraq and Syria

M&E    Monitoring and Evaluation

MENA   Middle East and North Africa

NAP    National Action Plan

PWWSD   Palestinian Working Women Society for Development

RCSO    Regional Civil Society Observatory

SDGs   Sustainable Development Goals 

UNSCR   United Nations Security Council Resolution 

VAWG   Violence Against Women and Girls

WEO    Women Empowerment Organization

WPSA   Women, Peace and Security Agenda

YPSA   Youth, Peace and Security Agenda 
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INTRODUCTION 

The First Regional Forum “Advancing the Women, Peace and Security Agenda (WPSA),” organised 
by EuroMed Feminist Initiative (EFI) under the patronage of H.E. Ms Wafaa Bani Mostafa, Jordan’s 
Minister of Social Development and the Head of the Inter-Ministerial Committee for Women’s 
Empowerment, was held on 7-6 May 2025 in Amman, Jordan, aiming to advance the WPSA in the 
region. It took place within the framework of the regional project Strengthening Feminist CSOs for 
the Implementation of the Women, Peace and Security Agenda in Iraq, Lebanon, Jordan and 
Palestine, implemented by EFI in partnership with consortium of member organisations Arab 
Women Organization (AWO) in Jordan, Association Najdeh in Lebanon, Women Empowerment 
Organization (WEO) in Iraq and the Palestinian Working Women Society for Development (PWWSD) 
in Palestine, and funded by the Support Fund for Feminist Organisations of the Agence Française de 
Développement (AFD) and the French Ministry for Europe and Foreign Affairs. 

The Forum was a key step in advancing the collaboration among feminist civil society organisations 
(CSOs), women-led community-based organisations (CBOs) and policymakers involved in the 
implementation and monitoring of the WPSA in the four countries. It aimed to follow up on progress 
made in the implementation of the WPSA, identify existing gaps and barriers and address both 
country-specific and shared regional challenges, particularly regarding the role and engagement 
of CSOs in the development, implementation and monitoring and evaluation (M&E) of policies and 
measures related to the WPSA. The 2024 Regional Index on Violence Against Women and Girls 
(VAWG) and the Regional Guidelines on the Implementation of the WPSA  served as tools to assess 
achievements and inform recommendations for concrete actions. 

The Forum gathered over 80 participants from the four countries, including representatives from 13 
leading CSOs in the field of the WPSA and 23 women-led CBOs, project partners, stakeholders 
involved in the implementation and monitoring of the WPSA, women’s rights experts and 
academics, members of national and regional observatories on VAWG, capitalisation consultants 
and the media, as well as representatives from AFD and the French Embassy to Jordan. 

During the two days of deliberations, within five panels and three participatory working groups, the 
participants unanimously agreed on the crucial role that women-led and feminist CSOs play in 
advocating for the implementation of the WPSA, contributing to inclusive policy development and 
reforms that advance women’s rights. They also emphasised the important role of women’s 
organisations in designing awareness-raising and media campaigns to promote women’s 
participation in decision-making and peacebuilding processes at all levels.

Participants reflected on key lessons learned and best practices identified within the framework of 
the project and formulated a range of recommendations for the future. These recommendations 
respond to context development and the evolving needs of women, while promoting widespread 
dissemination, localisation and ownership of the agenda. They address actions at the local, 
national, regional and international levels. 

The Regional Guidelines for the Implementation of the WPSA 

https://www.efi-rcso.org/publications/guidelines/regional-guidelines-implementation-women-pe

ace-and-security-agenda-south

4



5



6



7



8



9



10



11



12



Women, Peace and Security Agenda (WPSA) highlights the continuum of 

violence against women and girls (VAWG) and aims to ensure the 

implementation of United Nations Security Council Resolution 1325 

(UNSCR1325) on women, peace and security, adopted in 2000, and its 

consecutive UNSC Resolutions. WPSA calls for conflicts to be resolved by 

political means, integrating gender equality perspectives in all areas – in 

participation, prevention, protection, and legislation. Thus, WPSA relevance 

is not limited to conflict situations only. WPSA is central to all governmental 

policies and ought to be systematically implemented by all States, globally.

www.efi-ife.org
@EUROMEDFEMINIST
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